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expected to continue to account for
about 15 percent of total municipal waste
disposal, according to EPA estimates;
landfilling is expected to fall from 60.9



Solid waste management is undergo-
ing a significant change in the United
States. According to EPA, by 1995, the









entirely consistent across states because
of differences in definition and data gath-
ering.)

The number of facilities handling
“yard trimmings” (grass, leaves and
brush), currently estimated at 3,316, also



Massachusetts, and New York each are
diverting more than 500,000 tons annual-
ly of yard trimmings. In managing yard



investment by industries, continued
efforts to expand programs to keep yard
trimmings out of landfills, and continued
access to recovery programs for most U.S.









road truck tires; this last measure alone is
saving about 23 tons of waste per year.

Governments also are using grants and
education programs to encourage source
reduction and recycling. It is currently
estimated that 39 states are spending
about $245 million annually in state
grants to support waste diversion pro-
grams. Most of the money is used to sup-
port local solid waste recovery programs,
while some is spent for disposal of prob-
lem materials such as tires or for the pri-
vate sector to develop new uses for recy-
cled materials.



backyard composting. County officials
took the latter option, spending $600,000
over two years for a high-visibility market-
ing and advertising program to promote
backyard composting. Among other activ-
ities, the county sold 16,000 subsidized
compost bins for $5 each, held over 300
workshops, and offered rebates for the
purchase of mulching mowers. Instead of
the 36,000 tons of grass clippings that
were expected to go to the Dickerson
plant in 1994, only around 9,000 tons
actually made it to the composting site.

Many other communities are reaping
significant benefits through backyard
composting programs. In Alameda Coun-
ty, California, a survey of bin-using fami-
lies indicated that trash disposal dropped
by about one-half can per family per
week. In Gainesville, Florida, it was esti-
mated that each backyard composter was
keeping about 200 pounds of waste per
year out of the city’s landfill.



< In Hillsborough County, Florida,
officials entered into an arrangement
with a private partner for the design,
construction, and operation of a
resource recovery facility owned by the
county. Tax-exempt bonds sold to
finance the facility are backed by rev-
enues from the countywide solid waste
disposal system. The sale of electricity
generated by the facility to Tampa
Electric Company provides revenues
to the county.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS



Some environmental groups also
argue that flow control has tended to
favor the use of high-tech incineration
and materials recovery approaches to
waste disposal over low-tech recycling.
The EPA study, for example, found that



many tribes have already opted to use this
new flexibility in setting their standards.
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